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RECLAMATION BOARD TO ENDORSE JOINT STATE, FEDERAL STUDY of 

SACRAMENTO AND SAN JOAQUIN RIVER BASINS  
 
SACRAMENTO – On Friday morning, December 20, 2002, The Reclamation 
Board will consider endorsing a new approach to flood management and 
ecosystem restoration in the Sacramento and San Joaquin river basins. The 
Board action will culminate five years of study costing about $35 million and 
involving unprecedented research and public participation.  
 
Once endorsed by the Board it will provide an approach for developing future 
flood protection projects. The “comprehensive” plan for the river basins of the 
Central Valley will guide all future efforts to protect lives, property, public works, 
and related ecosystem restoration in the Central Valley.   
 
The Sacramento and San Joaquin River Basins Comprehensive Study was a 
joint effort of the State of California Reclamation Board and the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers mandated by Congress and the State Legislature after the great 
flood of 1997. The study team held public forums to discuss regional issues 
involving flood damage reduction and ecosystem restoration. Many groups, 
organizations, and “people of the great Central Valley of California participated,” 
said Pete Rabbon, General Manager of The Reclamation Board.  
 
The Corps’ Sacramento District and the California Department of Water 
Resources (DWR) developed an unprecedented set of modeling tools. These 
innovative tools were used to simulate the hydrology, hydraulics, ecosystem 
function, flood risk and economic damages in the Sacramento and San Joaquin 
rivers. The data collected for the models and studies included topography, 
historic stream flows, sedimentation, environmental conditions, geotechnical 
data, land use, and economic data.  
 
“This comprehensive plan presents a vision for improvements to flood 
management and ecosystem restoration in the Sacramento and San Joaquin 
River basins,” said Colonel Michael Conrad, the Corps’ Sacramento District 
commander 
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“The Comprehensive Study Team heard many constructive comments and 
appreciates the public's interest and involvement in developing a better approach 
to provide flood damage reduction and ecosystem restoration within the Central 
Valley,” said Betsy Marchand, President of The Reclamation Board. Hundreds of 
comments were heard at  eight public forums. 
       
Friday's Reclamation Board meeting will begin at 9 a.m. in room 102 of 719 P 
Street in Sacramento.     
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The guiding principles are intended to apply to any proposal that may affect the 
flood management system and are summarized below: 
  

 Recognize that public safety is the primary purpose of the flood 
management system.  

 Promote effective floodplain management.  
 Recognize the value of agriculture.  
 Avoid hydraulic and hydrologic impacts.  
 Plan system conveyance capacity that is compatible with all intended 

uses.  
 Provide for sediment continuity.  
 Use an ecosystem approach to restore and sustain the health, 

productivity, and diversity of the floodplain corridors.  
 Optimize use of existing facilities.  
 Integrate with the CALFED Bay-Delta Program and other programs.  
 Promote multi-purpose projects to improve flood management and 

ecosystem restoration.  
 Protect infrastructure.   

 
 
 
The Department of Water Resources operates and maintains the State Water Project, provides 
dam safety and flood control and inspection services, assists local water districts in water 
management and water conservation planning, and plans for future statewide water needs. 
 
Visit DWR 's Website at http://wwwdwr.water.ca.gov/   
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